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posal, and bestowing her friends upon worthless indigent fellows; on, the other side, she ensnares inconsiderate and rash youths  of great estates into the arms of vicious  women.    For this purpose she is accomplished in all the arts which can make her acceptable at impertinent visits; she knows all that passes in every quarter, and is well acquainted with all the favourite servants, busybodies, dependants, and poor relations of all persons of condition in the whole town.    At the price of a good sum of money, Sempronia, by the instigation of Favilla's mother, brought about the match for the daughter, and the reputation of this which is apparently, in point of fortune, more than Favilla could expect, has gained her the visits and frequent attendance of the crowd of mothers, who had rather see their children miserable in great wealth, than the happiest of the race of mankind in a less conspicuous state of life.  "When Sempronia is  so well  acquainted with a woman's temper and circumstance, that she believes marriage would be acceptable to her, and advantageous to the man who shall get her, her next step is to look out for some one whose condition has some secret wound in it, and wants a sum, yet, in the eye of the world not unsuitable to her.   If such is not easily had, she immediately  adorns  a worthless fellow with  what estate she thinks convenient, and adds as great a share of good humour and sobriety as is requisite. After  this  is   settled,  no  importunities,   arts,  and devices are omitted to hasten the lady to her happiness.   In the general, indeed, she is a person of so strict justice that she marries a poor gallant to a rich wench, and a moneyless girl to a man of fortune.    But then she has no manner of conscience in the disparity, when she has a mind to impose a poor rogue for one of an estate; she has no remorse in adding to it that he is illiterate, ignorant, and unfashioned,  but makes those  imperfections   arguments of the truth of his wealth; and will, on such an occasion, with a very grave face, charge the people
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